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Intro duction

The European Commi ssion has been studying Euro
technol ogy for sever al year s. Speci al Eur obar ome
were conducted in 1992, 2001/02 and 2005. In the 208&\wumore than 30,000 interviews were
conductedacross the EU Member States, the Candidate countries at the time (Bulgaria, Romania, Croatia

and Turkey) and the three EFTA countries (Iceland, Norway and Switzerlasit)g a facdo-face
interviewing meto d ol ogy . The topics covered ranged from
information to opinions about responsibilities of scientists and perceptions of European scientific
research.

The current Flash Eurobarometeriofio ung P e o p | &N°239)dreqB8esteddoyntheeRésearch
DirectorateGeneralwas conducted to determine young peopl e
their views on various topics and their plans for future involvement in the scientific domains.
Although the current surveluilds on these earlier surveys, it is different in various ways: Flash
Eurobarometer 239 has focused on interviewing young pe@ged(between 15 and 25he
guestionnaire has beendesigned and telephone interviews have replaceedifefeee discussns.

I n detail, the survey examined young peopl esd:
9 Interest in news in general and science and technology topics in particular
9 Views about science, scientific research, scientists and the need for more coordination and

expenditure in the EU
1 Awarenesand interest in various scientific innovations
9 Opinions about the health risks linked to various scenarios and their thoughts about the future
9 Plans for studying (or not) scientific topics in the future

This surveys fieldwork was carried out frorf to 13 September 2008AImost 25,000 randomly
selectedyoung peopledged betweed5 and25) were interviewed across the 27 EU Member States.
Interviews were predominantly carried out via fixed telephone, approximately 1,000 in each country.
Part of the interiews in Finland and Austria were carried out over mobile telephones. Due to the
relatively low fixed telephone coverage in the Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary,
Poland and SlovakigGallup alsosampled and interviewed 300 persons faetace. To correct for
sampling disparities, a pestratification weighting of the results was implemented, basedocie
demographic variables.

The charts in the report present the results for:

a) the EU27 in totalind
b) individually for each of th27 EU Member States.

The results have also been broken downthy following sociedemographic characteristics of
respondents:

Sex (male; female)

Age (1518; 19-21; 2225)

Full-time student (yes or no)

Subjective urbanisatiofmetropolitan; urban; raif)

Occupation of the respondents or the main contributoth&o household budget (self
employed; employee; manual worker; not working).

= =4 -8 -8 -9
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Main Findings
Future choices

1 Presented with several choices of scientific study, a minority of young citizenhegidiére
considering them. Respondents were most likely to say that they would study social sciences,
then economics or business studies; mathematics was selected by the smallest group.

1 Young people in the New Member States (NMS) were slightly more apssidntific studies

1 Similar proportions of respondents wanted to become engineers or health professionals (both
22%). Next in line were those who wanted to study natural sciences or mathematics in order to
become a teacher. The smallest group of regradsdvanted to become a technician (9%).

1 Young women were more likely to study natural science or mathematics in order to become a
health professional, teacher or public sector researcher. Young men, however, were more
liable to select engineer, techniciar private sector researcher.

1 Asked why they were not considering engineering, biology or medicine, a slim majority
reasoned that they had already chosen their profession (56%). Half of the respondents said that

they were (also) not interested.

1 Young BU citizens were in agreementthabung peopl eds i nterest in
future prosperityhalf of the respondents agresidonglyand 39%tended taagree

1 Almost half of the young people agresionglythat young women should be encouraged
take up studies and careers in science

Interest in science and technology

T ASoft newso (culture and entertainment) wa s
economics); interest in science & technology came somewhéetween (67%nteres).

1 Young men showed more interest in science and technology (75% vs. 59% of young women)
and the topic appealed more to the somewhat older, theadapated and city dwellers

1 Between a third and a half of young people showkigjla level of interesin the listed science
and technology topics, e.g. new inventions, the Earth and the environment, the human body.

1 Young men were far more interested in new inventions and technologies and ICT, while
young women were attracted by subjects such as the humambhddyedical discoveries

Opinions about science and technology
1 Young Europeans have a positive view about science and technology, etlgiradi@5%) of
respondents agreedrongly that science brings more benefits than harm; a similar number

(38%) feltjust as strongly that profit motives were having too big an influence on these issues

1 Young men had a more positive view about science and technology, e.g. four out of 10 men
agreedstronglythat science makes lives healthier and easier (vs. three botvadmen)
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1 A large majority of young EU citizens agree that scientific research should princeallg

T

the development of knowledge; fewer than half feel that it should primarily serve businesses
and enterprises

Young peopl e c¢hos ewhdshould hawestimeandst imflheace onadscisiend
about the division of research funds in their country (26%); virtualpme opted for private
enterprise (2%), while the EU was somewhere in the middle (13%)

Almost all young people agreed that there $thdne more coordination of research between
EU Member States and raajority also agreed that the Union should spend more money on
scientific research

Awareness of new innovations

1

Almost all young EU citizens were aware of innovatiomsnobile phone teaiology and the
level of interest was the highest of the presented topics; despite a quarter of interviewees
having not heard about innovations in brain research, there was a high level of interest

Threequarters of young EU citizens reasoned that scierdifid technological innovations
related to brain research would present more benefits than risks; for nuclear energy and GM
foods, almost half of the respondents thought the opposite

A large majority of respondents were certain that health risks wereiatesl with air
pollution caused by cars, excess fertilizers in water reserves, new epidemics and with living in
the vicinity of a nuclear power plant or chemical plant

Concerns about health risks

1

page6

The health risks associated with living near a nuclearep plant were perceived as being less
serious than those associated with living close to a chemical plant

Respondents from several southern European countries and Romania tended to associated

serious health risks with the various sources of pollutiomtimeed; those from the
Netherlands and the UK, from the Nordic countries and from several eastern European
countries were less likely to do this

Asked for views about the next 20 years, young EU citizens were the most optimistic about
improvements in ammunication between peoplitey were more pessimistic, however, about
changes in other areas of life, e.g. the quality of food and water

A majority of young EU citizens (57%) thought the most effective solution for the greenhouse
effect and globalwarmm woul d be a fundament al change
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1. Interest in  science and technology

Al t hough fAsoft newso (culture and entertaint
interest in science & technology was high: #thords of young people weretgdcted
by the topic. Young men showed more interest (75% vs. 59% of young women) and the
topic appealed more to the somewhat older, reatgcated and city dwellers

Between a third and a hatff respondentshowed a high level of interest in the science
and technology topics, e.g. inventions, Earth and environment, the human body.

1.1 Interestin the news

Nine out of 10 young EU citizens Interest in news topics
(89%) said they were interested in

news topicghatrelaiedto culture and Culture/entertainment 89
. . . (film, music, theatre)
entertainment (e.g. films, music and |
theatrd. Two-thirds (67%) showedan Sports 67
interestin sports storiescovered in the 1
news and the sameproportion was Science and technology 67
attracted byscience and technology 1
news. Economics 44
Young people were less interested Politics 43
what is traditionally referred to dsard :
news coerage of economts and O Lotk out s e e e i e of st oo Freach
politics: dightly more than four out of oo | e allespondents

10 respondents (44%) sailley were
interested in news items about
economics and a similar proportion (438hpwed arnterest in politial pieces

Individual country results

A large majority of respondents all Member Statepaid particularattention to news coverage
related toculture and entertainment The proportion of respondents interested in these topics ranged
from more than nine out of 10 Portuguese and Bulgarian respondents (both 96%)-tpdhters of
young German andustrian respondents % and B%, respectively).

In all of the Member States, the level of interestnews items aboutulture and entertainmemias
higher than forthe other topics listed. For example, nine out of 10 youngpfein Belgium were
interested in culture and entertainment, wbihdy threequartes were followingsportsstories

Young peoplein Portugalwere not only the most liable to say they wereresed in news about
culture and entertainment but alsosports newsitems (81%). British and Swedishrespondentson

the other handshowedhe lowest level of interest in sports newsnly half of them (51%%¥aidthey

were interested in #se items
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Interestin  soft news

Culture and entertainment (film, music, theatre)

9 96 94 93 93 93 93 93 93 92 92 92 o1 91 91 90 90 89 89 g 8 S 86 8 83 81 78 7p

— (7 - Y N w a4 N = w [~ > = w 4 x w

EF 2007 & s & EESE S ¥ om@mo v a 8 202032 8 a8k
w

Sports

Bl B0 78 76 75 75 73 73 70 69 69 69 68 67 67 67 66 65 65 g1 64 63 o 57 56 53 51 &1

r T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1

[ 4 = O W ¥ N w I~ w — XY 1 > W v

a'jawmmu':wogﬁugzEggoBQEuomowa
[T}

Q1. Let us talk about those topics in the news, which are of interest to you. For each topic | read out, please tell me if you ar e

interested, or not interested.
Base: all respondents
%0l nterestedod sha

Thelevel of interesin science and technologynewswasthe highest in Portugal and Greetavith
86% and 85% respectively,of respondents who said these top#&gpealedio them Thesetwo
countriesshowed the smalleslifferencebetweerthe level of interest in science and tedogy news
compared tamews items abouwdulture and entertainmennterest inthe former,on the other hand, was
the lowest in Ireland and the Netherlarnidwith only a slim majority of respondents showing interest
in thesescientifictopics (53% and 54%espectively)

Interestin  science and technology news

86
85 81 81 79 77 76 76 75 74 74 72 72 71 70 70 69 67 67 67 65 63 63 62 61 61 54 g3

Q1. Let us talk about those topics in the news, which are of interest to you. For each topic | read out, please tell me if you ar e
interested, or not interested.
Base: all respondents
%0l nterestedod sha

The individual country resultabout thenterest inhard newsopics, such asconomicsandpolitics,
showed a very different picturdlthough young Portuguese citizens were amongoties themost
liable to be interested in entertainment, sports and science news, they were aomnidHheast
likely to pay attention tmews aboueconomics and politicdNonethelesshehard news audienceas
the smallestn Polandi only 29%of young Poles said they weirderested in economic nevitems
and 30% innews aboupolitics. Only Romaniaexhibited a lowetevel of interest in politial news
items with only onéefifth of young people showing any interest in seomtent

The Austrians, on the other hand, wererfd d the higher end of the scdlewith the highest levels of
interest n hard newsstories. Although young Austrian citizens had the lowest level of interest in
culture and entertainmenhey wereamong theones thamostlikely to expressaninterestin political

news items(63%) andin spots abouteconomics (53%). Interest in economics news stories was,
however, the highest in Spain and Lithuania (both 56%). Finally, in Denmark 61% of respondents said
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they wereinterestedn political newsi in fact, tis level of interest was higher thahwasfor sports
news (57%).

Interestin  hard news

Economics
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Q1. Let us talk about those topics in the news, which are of interest to you. For each topic | read out, please tell me if you ar e
interested, or not interested.
Base: all respondents
%0l nterestedo sha

Sociedemographics

Across all sociademographic groups, the level of interest iews items aboutulture and
entertainment was higher than for albbf the other topics listed. Furthermore, only small differences
were observed in the actual levels of interest in such heypproximately nine out of 10 respondents
in each socialemographic category expressatnterest inculture and entertainment

The resllts about theinterest insports newsitems, on the other hand, showed thmén, younger
respondentsfull-time studentsthe not so highly-educatedresponderst and manual workers or
respondents from a household where the main contributor to the halsetmine was a manual
worker,were more attentive to thigpe of newsFor example, while eight out of 10 young men (79%)
showedan interestn sports news, only 55% of young women were interdstéuht topic

Young nen were also more likely to be ingsted innews abouscience and technology75% vs.
59% of young womeh The audience fosuchnewsitemstended tobe male, somewhatolder, the
moreeducated antiving in urban andmetropolitan areag-urthermore, fultime students were more
interestedn news about science and technology than respondents whedrbadyleft school (70%
VS. 64%).

Similar to the results for interest in science and technology nhakatd news audiendendedo be

older, moreeducated, and living ithe urban and meopolitan areasFor example, while half of the
22-25 yearolds (51%) saidhey wereinterested imews items abowtconomics only 37% ofthe 15

18 yearolds said the samdlen and women expresgcomparable levels of interesttime topic(45%

and 43%, espectively, but women were less apt to follguolitical news items (38% vs. 48% of

men). Finally, manual workers, or respondents from a household where the main contributor to the
household income was a manual workeere more likely than those in otheccupational groupto
display a lack of interest inard news. While approximately 45% of the satiployed and employees
were interested in eitheitems aboutpolitics or economics, onlga third 85%) of manual workers
expresseadninterest in politial news and 40% inews abougconomics.
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1.2 Interest in science and technology topics

For each science and technology topic listethesurvey, a large majority of young peoidicated

their interest.Note: It shouldbe pointed out thaiespondentsvae a t endency t o answe
accept alol sachquestmns which may explainwhy so manyrespondentsaid they were

moderately interesteth the differenttopics. However, this should not mask the genuine interest

shown in most of the topics

9 four out of10 (42%) young EU citizens sattiey wereveryinterested imew inventions and
technologies

9 a similar proportion (41%) answeredat they werevery interested inthe Earth and the
environment,

1 over a third (38%)f young people wergery interested irthe human body and medical
discoveries and

9 just underfour out of 10 (37%) had aery high level of interest ininformation and
communication technologiegICT).

Young EU citizensfound thesky, stars and the universeto be less appealingnly onefifth of
respondents (22%) satblere werevery interested in tbtopic and 42% wre moderately interested.
More than onghird of interviewees (36%9aid they hadio interest at all in thisubject

Interestin science and technology  topics
M Very interested ' Moderately interested ™ Not at all interested

New inventions and technologies 42 45 13
Earth and the environment 41 48 11
The human body, medical discoveries 38 45 18

Information and communication technologies 37 46 16

The universe, sky and stars 22 42 36

Q2. How much are you interested in the following subjects? Would you say you are very
interested, moderately interested or not at all interested in...
Base: all respondents
% EU27, DK/NA not shown

Individual country results

The individual country results for interest inew inventions and technologieslid not showmuch

variation n the total level of interest (.Lthes um of fiver yo and ciizeng.diber at el y «
total level of interest ranged from &0in Ireland to 97% in Portugal. In almost afl the Member

Statesless tharonesixth of young peoplshowed no interest inew inventions and technologies.

Looking only at the proportion of young people who dhiey werevery interested in this sciee
topic, however,there wasa large variation between the individual Member States. While -three
guarters of respondents in Lithuania (74%) andtals ofyoungPortugueseitizens said theyere
very interested in new inventions and technologies, amgthird of British, Swedish, Polish, Irish,
Dutch, Finnish, Slovak and Czeptspondentield this view
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Interest in new inventions and technologies

M Very interested Moderately interested Not at all interested

7 36 8 8 89 9 12011 7 128 ;311 10 10 12 13 45
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Q2. How much are you interested in the following subjects? Would you say you are very interested, moderately interested
or not at all interested in...
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Similar to the previoustechnology topic, the total level of interest ininformation and
communication technologiesICT ) ranged from 71% in Denmark to 95% in Portudeds tharone
sixth of respondents ia majority oftheMember Statewsiere notinterested irthis topic

Similarities could also be seenith the same countries appearing at the higher and lower étigs o
distribution. Young people in Lithuania (63%) and Portugal (60%) were the most liable to say they
were very interested in ICT while Finnish (16%), Swedish (20%) Dutch and British (both 25%)
respondents were the least likely to do so.

Interest in information and communication technologies (ICT)

M Very interested Moderately interested Not at all interested

6

10 ® 113 191 10 42 13 10 {11 12 47 15 16 15 14 20 16 19 2 12 19 28 23 23 24 55 o7
27 35
37 44 45 43 43 47 47 46 42 46 45 49 50

N 4
o a 3

Q2. How much are you interested in the following subjects? Would you say you are very interested, moderately interested
or not at all interested in...
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Although the total level of interest the Earth and the environmentagaindid not differ very much
acrossthe countries(ranging from 77% in Poland 1@8% in Greecé a difference of 21 percentage
points), a large variation was obsernviedthe proportion of respondents who saiyt werevery
interested (ranging from 19% in Poland to 71% in Gréezelifference of 52 percentage points).

Portugal and Spain joined Greece at the higher end of the distribution with approximately sik@®ut of
young people who were very interested in the Earth and the environment (61% and 57%,
respectively). The UK (25%), the Czech Republic (27%) and Slovakia (32%), on the other hand,
followed Poland at the lower end of the scdaless tharonethird of yaung people in these countries
were sid to beveryinterested in the Earth and the environment.
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Interest in the Earth and the environment

M Very interested Moderately interested Not at all interested
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Q2. How much are you interested in the following subjects? Would you say you are very interested, moderately interested
or not at all interested in...
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

The country results abotite level ofinterest inthe human body and medical discoverieshowed

the same variation across Memb8tates as the questiambout interest in the Earth and the
environment. Respondents in Portugal, Greece and Spain showed the highest levels of interest in the
human body and medical discoveries: a slim majority of respondents in these countries saetd¢hey
veryinterested in this topic. Young people in Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and the UK, on the
other hand, again showed the lowest levels of interest: between 22% and 28% of interviewees
expressed a great level of interestnedical discovees

Interest in the human body and medical discoveries

M Very interested Moderately interested Not at all interested
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Q2. How much are you interested in the following subjects? Would you say you are very interested, moderately interested
or not at all interested in...
Base: all respondents

% by country, DK/NA not shown
Similar to the results obtained for the EU27 overall, the proportion of young people showing at least
some interest or, alternatively, a high level of interest, was loweahéosky, stars and the universe
than for oher science and technology topics inalthe Member States. The total level aftraction
ranged from 49% in Poland to 82% in Portugal, while the propodfoi v er y i nt er est ed

people ranged from 13% in Poland to 41% in Lithuania.

The proportionof young people who saithey werenot interested in the sky, stars and the universe
was the highest in Poland (51%), followed by the Netherlands (48%), Irelandkidl@and Denmark
(all 46%). Bycomparison, only onéfth of the Portuguese (19%) and hitanian (20%) interviewees
showed no interest at all in this science topic.
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Interest in the universe , sky and stars

M Very interested Moderately interested Not at all interested
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Q2. How much are you interested in the following subjects? Would you say you are very interested, moderately interested
or not at all interested in...
Base all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Socicdemographt considerations

Young men indicatedthat they werdar more interestei.e. they saidhey werevery interested) in
new inventios and technologies (54% vs. 3@%young womehandICT (45% vs. 28%of young

womer). Young women on the other handyere morelikely to say they wer@eryinterested in the
Earth and the environment (45% vs. 37% of young men), the human body and rdediceéries
(47% vs. 29%0f young mei

The older and more highly-educated respondents tended to beore interested in science and
technology topicsfor example, while eight out dfo of the 15-18 yearolds were interested in ICT,

86% of the 22-25 yearolds held that view The younger respondents and those who had only
completed primary education at the time of the interview were more liable to say they were not at all
interested n science and technology topics: while difiln of the 15-18 yearolds were not at all
interested in ICT, only 14% the22-25 yearoldswere of that opinion.

The resul ts bplace ohresideneshqwedrtidtenettogobtan residents showedore
serious interest in new inventions and technologies and ICT ttlanrban and rural residents
However, no differences were observed tloe other science and technology topics. For example,
while 47% of metropolitan residentgere very interested in new inventions and technologies, only
41% of urban and rural residertgeed

Despitetheanal ysi s by dcdumtionlestwmtpsshowirgsomes differences in the levels
of interest inthe different science and technology topios,clear pattern emerge#inally, full -time
studentsand those who had left the educatibsystem did not show any differences in their level of
interest in the listed science and technology topics.
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2.Young <ci ti z e naboutstigncen iam teshnology

Young Europeans have a positive view about science and technology, glardbog

respondents agreestronglythat science brings more benefits than harm. A large
majority agreed that scientific research should principaklyve the development of

knowl edge and 6citizensd was the

mo s t

who shold have the most influence on decisions about the division of research funds.
Almost everyone agreed that there should be more coordination of research between

Member States andraajority thought that more money should be spent on research

2.1 Views abo ut science and scientific research

popul a

Young Europeasitend to have a positive view about science and technologythodeof respondents
(35%) agreedstrongly that science brought more benefits than harmand the same proportion

agreedstrongly that scienceand technology madelives healthier, easier and more comfortable
Furthermorealmost half of respondentsnded taagree with the formeid7%)andthe latter(45%).

Young EU citizens were split in their opinioas towhetherscience and technology wodl help

eliminate poverty and hungerin the world and whetherin the long term, advances in technology
would create more jobs than theywould eliminate: 54% and 49%, respectively, agreed with these
statements, while 45% and 47%, respectively, disagreed

Finally, threequarters otheinterviewees Bared thanore pessimistic view tharofit motives were

having too big an influence ont o d a gightific research while 38% of respondents agreed

stronglyand a similar proportion (39%¢nded taagree thathis was the case, only ofiiéh disagreed

with the proposition

Optimistic and more pessimistic views about science and technology

M Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree M Strongly disagree

47 12

Science brings more benefits than harm

Science and technology make our lives healthier, easier
and more comfortable

Science and technology will help eliminate poverty and
hunger around the world

In the long term, advances in technology will create more
jobs than they eliminate

39 14

Q3. Please tell me for each statement if you tend to agree or tend to disagree:
Base: all respondents
% EU27, DK/NA not shown

Today, scientific research is influenced too much by profit

Individual country results

While at least nine out of 10 respondents in Poland (95%), Portugal (92%) and Lithuania (90%)
agreed thascience brought more benfits than harm, there were onlapproximately threguarters

of respondents in Luxembourg (71%), Germany (76%) and Slovenia (#i&agreed with them.

It wasalsothe Lithuanians (70%), Polish (65%) and Portuguese (61%) who were the most likely to
strorgly agree that scienogas primarily beneficialFurthermore, hough Denmarkhad one of the
highest proportions of respondents who agreed with this statement, the counamevasthdowest

in terms of itslevel of strong agreementjust onethird (32%) of Danishrespondents agreed that
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science did more good than hartwas however, the French (13%) atite Dutch (20%) who were
the least liable tstronglyagreea b out sci encedGs beneficial i mpact

Science brings more benefits than harm
W Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
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Q3. Please tell me for each statement if you tend to agree or tend to disagree:
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Respondents in all Mdoer States were also in agreement Huignce and technology would make
lives healthier, easier and more comfortableln only six countrieglid fewer thanthreequarters of
respondents thk thatthis statement was trued. Slovenia, CyprusRomania Slovakia, Luxembourg
and Greeck Less tharonethird of the young people in albf the 27Member Stateslid not expect
thatscience would lead to healthier and more comfortable lives.

Similar to theresults obtained for thprevious statementhe Portuguse, Polish and Lithuanian
respondentsvere among the most optimistic in their views about science and technology. However, it
was the Maltesevho were the most likely to agree (39% agregdngly and 54%tended toagree)

and the Lithuanians and Irish strongly agree (54% and 50%, respectively). Young Slovenian
citizens, on the other hand, were the least optimistic aibeulink betweeriechnology and healthy

life stylesi just 19% agreedtronglyand half oftherespondenttended tagree.

Science and technology make our lives healthier, easier and more comfortable

W Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree W Strongly disagree

B3 llll"mul.mﬂlﬂ-u]m-ll-m-mm Ell (6 5|
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38 29

54 42 42 33 30

Q3. Please tell me for each statement if you tend to agree or tend to disagree:
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

In comparison with the previous statements, the individual country results for the statement about
science and technology eliminating poverty and hunger around the worldhowed the greatest
variation. The total level of agreement raddgeom 3% in Franceto 79% in Poland(a difference of

46 percentage points, compared to, for example, a smaller differendepef@&ntage poiatbetween

the lowest and highest level of agreement for the statement #imuelativebenefis and harm
deliveredby sciencg
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The Member States with the highdstel of agreement that science and technology would help
eliminate povertywerePoland(79%), Denmark(73%) and Finland72%), while the Member States
with the highestlevels of disagreementere France (65%) andSpain(55%) LithuanianandPolish
respondents were the most likelystvongly agree 87% and34%, respectively) and the Frenend
Latvian respondents were the most likely stvongly disagree l§oth 23%), followed bythe young
respondentsiSpain (220) and Greece (21%)

Science and technology will help eliminate poverty and hunger around the world

W Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree W Strongly disagree
(4 N6 |
i ﬂnu|ﬂ llllﬂ ng FEEemElERNE
18 19 -
22 20 26 32 36
. 30 28 F° 31 31 28 30 36 &3y 3

Q3. Please tell me for each statement if you tend to agree or tend to disagree:
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Similar to the results obtained for the EU27 overthlé public in most countriewas rather evenly
split on the issu@s to whethetong-term advances in technology would create jobs rathethan
eliminate them. In a fewcountries €.g. Poland, Maltarelandand Slovaki® however, respondents
were more likely to agree with this propositi@mproximately twethirds agreed, while ¢y onethird
disagreed

Young people in France and Germangre/the most likely to disagree that technology would create
more jobs:in these countriefour out of 10 intervieweedended todisagree(40% and 39%,
respectively)and onefifth strongly disagreed(19% and 18%, respectively). Was however, the
Latviars who were the most likely stronglydisagree (30%).

In the long term, advances in technology will create more jobs than they eliminate

B Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
o[ l m | 2
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Q3. Please tell me for each statement if you tend to agree or tend to disagree:
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

A majority of young people in albf the Member States shared the more pessimistic viewpttudit

was having too much influence snience: the total level of agreemieanged frontwo-thirds of the
respondents in Sweden (66%)atonost allof therespondents in Greece (95%jmilarly, the level of
strongagreement ranged from 21% in the Netherlands to 71% in Greece.
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Other countries at the higher end of the scaleew@yprus Wwhere52% agreedstrongly and 37%
tended taagree) and Portugalvbere58% agreedtronglyand 30%tended taagree). The Netherlands,
Ireland and the UK joined Sweden at the lower end of the s$dal¢hese countries the total level of
agreementvasmore or less the same iasSweden ¢7%in each country)

Finally, in all of the Member Stategessthan onethird of young people did not accept this more
pessimistic view about the Neaheriarsds (29%o)retamdcaed.th&JKoung p
(both 30%)were the ones whost often disagreed thatofit had too much influence @tience.

Today, science is influenced too much by profit

B Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
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Q3. Please tell me for each statement if you tend to agree or tend to disagree:
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Sociedemographic considerations

Young mentended to have a somewhat more positive view about science and technologyutiigin
women(i.e. young men were more likely stronglyagree with the positively formulated statements,
while young women tended to more frequently agree or disagree). For example, four out of 10 (41%)
young men agreedtrongly that science and techngp made lives healthier, easier and more
comfortable compared to only three out of 10 young women. Similarlyfiftim¢21%) of young men
agreedstrongly that science and technology would help eliminate poverty and hunger around the
world compared to jusi4% of young women. However, almost no differences between young men
and women were observed in terms of their agreement about the more pessimistic view that profit
motives were having too big an influence on scientific research.

Some differences weresal seen in the opinions about science and technology when looking at the
r e s p o nagecand edudational level For example, while 38% of the 25 yearolds agreed
stronglythat science was more beneficial than harmful, only 31% of tH8earolds dd so. These
youngest respondents, however, more frequently shostemhg agreementthat science and
technology had made lives healthier, easier and more comfortable (37% vs. 33% oRthgezi2

olds).

The biggest impact of the age and educationalrdiffees was, nevertheless, seen in regard to the level

of agreement about whether profit motives were having too much influence on scientific research. The
older and more highkeducated respondents were more likelgttonglyagree that profit motives did

have too much influence on science (e.g. 42% of the22gearolds vs. 33% of the 138 yearolds).

The younger and less highfducated respondents, on the other hand, more frequently disagreed about
this (e.g. 24% of the 158 yearolds vs. 16% of th@2-25 yearolds).

Looking at the opinions dull -time studentscompared to those who had left the educational system,

the greatest differences in opinion were seen in regard to the statement that advances in technology
would create more jobs than thdinrenate. The young people who were no longer studying were less
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optimistic than the students: 44% of the latter disagreed with the proposition compared to 51% of the
former.

The analysis showed thatty dwellers (metropolitan and urban) more frequenfifowedstrong
agreement that science brought more benefits than harm (40% and 37%, respectively, vs. 30% of the
rural residents) and that science and technology would help eliminate poverty and hunger around the
world (20% and 18%, respectively, vs. 15%tlvé rural residents). However, city dwellers were also
more prone tatronglyagree that profit motives were having too much influence on science (42% and
39%, respectively, vs. 36% of rural residents).

Al t hough t he anal ycupsationdél gtatus dise showedsspneerdiffezendessirdtheir
opinions about science and technology, no clear pattern emerged. It was noted, for example, that

respondents from fimanual w Gstrokgly digagreledbthat seiknoel adds mo r
technologywou d el i mi nat e worl dwi de-emmpVeryteydyo( hdWsehol d
advances in technology woul d eernepatoey ed®r eh ojushkes o (

regard to the statement that science and technology made lives healthiesiancheavever, almost
no differences were seen.

2.2 Views about the purpose of scientific research

A large majority of young EU citizens agreed that scientific research sipouicipally serve the
development of knowledge44% agreedtronglyand the sane proportiontended taagree.Although
a similar proportion (42%fended toagree thascientific research shoufatimarily lead toeconomic
development the proportion whagreedstrongly with this statement was lowér just a quarter of
respondents (23¥answeredn this way.

Fewerthan half of the young peopfarticipating in this surveggred that scientific research should
primarily servebusinesgs and enterprises: 14% agreedtrongly and onethird tended toagree.By
comparison, almost offdth of respondents (18%j}ronglydisagreed and orthird tended tadisagree
that scientific research shoutdsentiallybe conducted to benebusinesesand enterprise

Scientific research should above all serve ...

... the development of ... economic ... businesses and
knowledge development enterprises
24
33
44 33
42

| Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA

Q4_A/BIC. Could you please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements
regarding the purpose of scientific research? Do you strongly agree, tend to agree,
tend to disagree or do you strongly disagree that...
Base of Q4_A: all respondents; Base of Q4_B and Q4_C : respondents wererandomly split in two groups
%EU27
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Individual country results

A large majority of youag citizens in allof the Member States agreed that scientific research should
primarily serve thedevelopment of knowledgethe level of agreement ranged freght out of 10
respondents in Romania (81%) wwtually all respondents in Portugal (97%h all countries less
thanonesixth of respondents disagreed with this statement about the purpose of scientific research.

Young people in Portugal (77%), followed by those in Latvia (67%), were the rkebt to agree
strongly that scientific researchheuld lead to knowledge development. Tleung French
interviewees, on the other hamdere the least likely testrongly agreei only onefifth agreed
strongly. However, the overall level of agreementknancewas not lower tharthat inthe EU27
overall(85% in France vs. 88% the EU27 overa)l

Scientific research should above all servethe development of knowledge

W Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree

= mcw e P e A e —a KE Wi A e wm e EE T L, om A e
20“"‘5’"“ "977911%"%'%91361014-512'12 11

1
21

26 31 ,¢ 32 34 36

39 42 37 41 39 39 43

PT
LV

"
w w e

27
LU
BE
UK
DE

SI

FI
DK
NL

w > N X
[} [SIN7))

EL
LT
IT
BG
EE
PL
HU

'_
< 5
w
Q4. Could you please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements regarding the purpose of
scientific research? Do you strongly agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or do you strongly disagree that...

Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Similar to the results obtained for the EU27 overall, in all of the individual Member States the
proportion of respondents who agreed that scientific research shouldesen@mic development

was lower than the proportion who agreed that such research $adlch greater understanding and
knowledge The figures for economic developmeangedfrom 45% in the Netherlands to 82% in
Portugal.

Focusingon the proportion of respordts who agreestrongly, it wasagainnoted that young people
in Portugal were the most likely to agreteonglywith this proposition (50%). Other countries at the
higher end of the distribution were Lithuania, Latvia and Buldaxigth approximately far out of 10
interviewees whoagreed strongly that scientific research shouldhostly lead to economic
development.

The proportion of respondents who disagreed that scientific research should above all serve the

economy ranged froiuist 16% in Malta to 536 in Greece Respondents iGreecewere also the most
liable tostronglydisagree with the proposition (22%), followedthgsein Spain (20%).
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Scientific research should above all serveeconomic developmen t

W Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
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Q4. Could you please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements regarding the purpose of
scientific research? Do you strongly agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or do you strongly disagree that...
Base respondents were randomly split in two groups
% by country, DK/NA not shown

In a majority of Member States more than half of young people disagreed thaiifiscresearch
shouldprimarily benefitbusinesses and enterprisefRespondents in Greeeeere the most likely to
disagree (78%), followed binosein Slovakia and Spain (botY%). Greece stood out from the pack,
with 54% of respondents wtaironglydisagreed, while in albf the other countriegust onethird or
fewer stronglydisagreed.

In only three Member Statatid lessthan onethird of respondents disagree: Portugal (22%), Malta
(28%) and Austria (31%)However, it vas again the Portuguegd2%) followed by the Latvians
(29%)and Bulgarian$28%)who werethe most prone tatronglyagree that scientific research should
mostlybenefit businesses and enterprises.

Scientific research should above all servebusinesses and enterprises
M Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
O | 5 |
2931 24 21 2623 2021
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Q4. Could you please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements regarding the purpose of
scientific research? Do you strongly agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or do you strongly disagree that...
Base respondents were randomly split in two groups
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Sociedemographic considerations

The sociedemograpic analysis of views about scientific research primdeading to a greater level
of knowledgeas opposed to serving the eitliee economy or businegsterestsshowed only a few
differences acroshesocicdemographic groups.

Almost nine out of 1espondents in eaabf the socicdemographic groupagreed that scientific
research should above all serve tevelopment of knowledge Although no differences were
observed in the overallevel of agreement, it appearetat city dwellers and selemployed
respondents, or respondents living in a household wereetdn of thehousehold was sefmployed,
wereslightly morelikely to strongly agreewith this propositionFor example, 47% of metropolitan
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residents agreestronglythat scientific research stld lead to knowledge development compared to
only 39% oftherural residents (the overall level of agreement was 89% vs. 86%, respectively).

Agreemen with the statement that scientific research should above all seor®mic development

was slightly gher among young men {% vs. 62% of women), respondents who were no longer
full-time studerd (68% vs. 62%of full-time studentsand rural residents (67% vs. 63% of city
dwellers,eithermetropolitan or urbanRather similarly, the level of agreemeritiwthe statement that

scientific research should bendfiisinessinterests was slightly higher among men (50% vs. 46% of

women), younger respondents (50%le# 15-18 yearolds vs. % of the19-25 yearolds), those who

were no longer fultime studerg (51% vs. 4% of ful-t i me st udent s) and respo
wor king householdso (50% vs. 46% of respondents

2.3 Views about scientists

Young EU citizens ha a positive image of scientists: eight out of 10 agreedttieyt aredevoted
people who work for the good of humanity (28% agretednglyand 51%tended taagree) Only one
fifth of respondents doubted the integrity of scientists.

Neverthelessmany young peoplalso recognised that, due to their knowkedgcentists had power
that couldmake them dangerous: a quarter (22¥)eedstrongly with this propositionand slightly
more than onthird (36%) tended toagree.A quarterof respondentsended to disagree witthe
proposition and 14% of respondents disadr#eonglythat scientists were potentially dangerous due
to their knowledge.

Perceptions about scientists
Scientists are devoted people who Due to their knowledge,

work for the good of humanity scientists have power that can
make them dangerous

R AR

36

51

m Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree  ® Strongly disagree DK/NA

Q11.Could youtellme ifyou tend to agree or disagree with the following statements relatedto scienti sts:
Base: all respondents
%EU27

Individual country results

A large majority of respondents in af the Member States agreed with the statement shintists

are devoted peofe who work for the good of humanity. the level of agreement ranged fré2P%6 in
Greece t®1% in Denmark and Portug&Dther countries at the higher end of the distributiosith

the greatest numbers ofspondents having a positive image of scientistsere Estonia (88%)
Finland, Poland, Belgium and the Netherlands (all 87%). Cyprus (65%), Germany (68%) and
Luxembourg (69%), on the other hand, joined Greece at the lower end of the distribution.
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fiSci epadriesstdevoted people who work for the go

% "strongly agree" and "tend to agree"
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Q11.Could you tellme if you tend to agree or disagree with the following statements relatedto scienti sts:
Base: all respondents
% by country

Respondents in Greece a@gprus were not only the leaskdily to believe that scientist weedevoted
to the good of humanity, thewere also the ones whomost often thoughthat, due to their
knowledge, scientists had power that could make them dangerau83% and 82%, respectiyel
agreed with this propositioBy comparisonfewer thanhalf of the Finnish young people (45%) and
half of theyoungDutch and Estoniaaitizens(both 50%) thought this statement was true.

fiBecause of their knowledge, s cientist s have power that can make them dangerous o}

% "strongly agree" and "tend to agree"
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Q11.Could you tellme  if you tend to agree or disagree with the following statements relatedto scienti sts:
Base: all respondents
% by country

Sociedemographic considerations

Sociodemographic vaables had a minor impact goeungp e o pdpiridns about scientist¥he largest,
although still relatively small, difference could be seen when comparing respondents living in rural
andurban areas. While onbjix out of 10rural residents §2%) agreedhatscientists were potentially
dangerous due to their knowledge, almost six out of 10 city dwellers (57% in metropolitan areas and
59% in urban areas) agreed with this proposition.

2.4 Decisions about funding scientific research

When young people were asked who should have the largest influence on decisions about the division
of research funds in their country, they cha#tezens as the group that should have the first say
(26%). One in five respondents (20%) indicated thatsientific community should have the largest
influence and almost the sampeoportion mentionedthe government (18%). About onesixth of
respondents (16%) thought thasearch organisationsshould have the biggest say in the division of
research funds, aralslightly smaller proportion mentionéae EU (13%).

Respondents were also asked which one of the above gmupstities should have the second
largest influence on the division of research funds in their country. Adding up the percentages of the
first andsecondselections, we found that the above rankingrgwergemained the same at the EU
level.

Virtually no young peoplesaid that private enterprises (2%) or the media (2%) should have the
largest influence when decisions were to be takentabheallocation of research fundingven after
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adding up the first and second selections, private enterprises and the media were mentiesed by
thanonetenth of interviewees (7% and 5%, respectively).

Who should have the largest influ ence on decision s
about to the division of research funds?

firstly secondly

The citizens 26 18

The scientific community

The government

Research organisations

The European Union

20

18

16

13

17

20

17

16

Private enterprises [2 5
The media |2 3

DK/NA |3 5

Q10_A. Inyouropinion,w  ho should have the biggest influence in your [COUNTRY]
on decisions about where we are spending money for research, firstly?
Q10_ B. Then secondly?
Base: all respondents
%EU27

Individual country results

In almost all EU Member Statesitizens appeared among the three most mentioned groups that
should have a say in the divisions @search funds. Furthermorthey were the most frequently
mentioned source afuggestednfluence in eight MembeBtates. Theioung British, German (both
54%), Austrian (52%) and Polish (49%ijizenswere the ones who most often chag#iizensas the
group that should have the first say in dication of research fundslowever,they were also the
influential souce with the most suppoiih, for example, Frangceven though just over four out of 10
(42%) of young people selected this answer.

National governmentsappeared among the three most mentiaredps or entitieshat should have
influence on thellocation of money for research in 19 Member States; it was the most frequently
mentioned group in 10 countries. For example, half of the Dutch respondents (51%) selected their
national government (in first position), followed by 43% who chose Dutch citizensn(beasition)

and 32% who mentioned the scientific community (third position).

Thescientific community appeared in the top threetbfe mostrequestednfluential groupsor entities

in 19 Member Statesvhile research organisationsappeared in the toprde in 12 Member States
Furthermore,the scientific communitywas the most frequently mentioned groupssi Member

States (Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania and Finland) the research
organisations in three Member States (EstoBlavenia and Swedenfror example46% of young
Bulgariancitizens said that the scientific community should have a large influence on decisions about
the division of research funds in their country (in first position), followed3® who opted for
Bulgarian citizensand37% who selectedesearch organisations

Although in none of the Member States HEild appeared in first positioms thebody thatshould have
the mostinfluence on decisions about the division of research funds in a coitntrgs sebcted by
the second or third largest group of respondents in seven Member Bheess wer&komania, Malta,
Cyprus, Hungary, Luxembourg, Spain and Portughkrebetween 34% and 40% of respondents said
that the EU should influendbe division of resealcfunds in their country.
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Who should have the largest influence on decisions about to the division of research funds?
(three most popular choices)

Scientific G Scientific Z

Government  BE 40 - 44 Government DK 46
community 46 community v
Scientific - .
community 38 Citizens 39 Citizens 42 Citizens 42
. Research
Citizens 35 Resfeargh 37 g 39 RSS‘eanfh 37
organisations organisations organisations
Citizens DE 54 Resf-:an.:h EE 47 Citizens EL 46 Government | ES 54
organisations
Scientific ientifi Scientific
i 39 Scientific 3 ! 41 EU 38
community community community
Research 37 C 39 Government 38 Citi 35
organisations itizens itizens
Scientific
iti 42 4 CcY
citizens  FR Government |E 54 comm unity IT Government 53
Scientific
39 iti 37 .
community Citizens 49 Government Citizens 45
Research ienti Research
earc 38 Scientific 30 earc 36 EU 34
organisations community organisations
Scientific Scientific
X 51 48 iti 47 Government 45
community Lv community LT citizens | LU HU
Research
iti 36 36 N 37
Citizens Government 37 Government organisations
Government 32 Citizens 35 EU 36 EU 36
Government MT 54 Government | NL 51 Citizens | AT 52 Citizens  PL 49
. L Scientific Research
Citizens 35 Citizens 43 community 43 organisations 41
Scientific
EU 2 Suentlf.lc 32 Res?argh 18 i y
community organisations community
Research .
Government | PT 44 Government | RO 47 o Si 45 Citizens | SK 48
organisations
Scientific
. . i 38
EU 40 Citizens 38 Citizens 42 community
Sclentlf‘lc 39 EU 34 Sc|ent|ch 40 Government 36
community community
Scientific Research SE -
community Fi 43 organisations 46 citizens | UK 54 Q10_A /B . In your opinion,w  ho
. e m should have the biggest influence in
Citizens 42 Citizens Government 48 your [COUNTRY] on decisions about
Scientific where we are spending money for
Government 41 Government 38 community 38 research, firstly? ~ Then secondly?

Base: all respondents
%dotal mentionsd s hown by

Sociedemographic considerations

Some gite large differencem opinionswere observedcross socimemographic groupis terms of

the group or entity that should have tmestinfluence on decisins about the division ofesearch
funds. However,almost novariation was seein the second selections of respondents across-socio
demographic groups.

Respondents in the youngegte category(the 15-18 yearolds) and thosevho had only completed
primary education at the time of the interviewere more likely to select citizens as the ones who
should have the largest influence on decisions about the division of researchHongwer,older
respondents andhe more highlyeducatedones tended tomore frequently select the scientific
community as théody that should have the madsfluence. For example, whil#6% ofthe 15-18
yearolds chose the scientific community and almost twice as magentionedcitizens (30%), the
corresponding percentagesthé22-25 yearolds were respectively23% and 24%.

A similar pattern of differemes was obser ved when place of kesiderice at t he

While rural residents were more likely to select citizens as the group that should have the largest say in
the division of research funds (30% vs. 23% in metropolitan areas and 25% in urban areas), city
dwellers were more liable to mention the scientific community (25% of metropolitan residents and
20% of urban residents compared to 18% of rural residents).

2.5 Coordination of T and expenditure on I research

Almost all of the young peopleparticipating in this surveyagreed that there should be more
coordination of research betwedme EU Member States: 55%greedstrongly and 37% tended to

agree with this mposition. Only 6% ofinterviewees disagreedabout the need for greater
coordination.
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A majority of young EU citizens also agreed thia¢ Union should spendhore money on scientific
research: 83% agreed and a slightly smaller propoif@#, agreed thatheir government should do the
same.Forty-one percent of respondenigreedstrongly with the former statement, and a similar
proportion 0f40% agreedstronglywith the latter.

Opinions about the coordination of research and money for

research
M Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree M Strongly disagree
There should be more coordination of research 37 4
between Members States in the EU
The European Union should spend more money on 42 10 &
research
My government should spend more money on 39 12 3
scientific research

Q14.Couldyou p leasetellme towhatextent youagreeor disagree with each of the following
statements? Do you strongly agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or strongly disagree?
Base: all respondents
% EU27, DK/NA not shown

Individual country results

Young people in la of theMember States were in agreement that there shmdore coordination

of research initiatives betweerthe EU Member States the levels of agreement ranged from 72% in
the Czech Republic to 97% in Portug&xcept for the Czech Republicless tha one in 10
respondents in alif theMember Statesloubtedthatthere should be more coordinatidn the Czech
Republic 13% disagreed with this proposition

Focusing on the likelihoodf there beingtrongagreenentwith the statement, it was noted thiaree

guarters of Portuguese and Lithuanian interviewees (both 74%) and approximately seven out of 10
respondents in Gree and ltaly (72% and 71%, respectivelyave sucltstrong backing to greater
coordination between Member Statétowever,only onethird of Dutch (29%) and slightlyewer
thanfour out of 10 respondents in Finland, Slovenia and Denmark (36%, 38% and 39%, respectively)
did sa

There should be more coordination of research between Members States in the EU

B Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
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Q14.Couldyou p leasetellme towhatextent youagreeor disagree with each of the following statements?
Do you strongly agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or strongly disagree?
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

A majority of respondents in adif the Member States also agreed with the stetets abouthe EU
and their national governments spending more money on researcfihe level of agreement for the
former ranged fron68% in Finland to 91% in Greece a®2% inltaly, and for the latter fror62%in
theNetherlandgo 91% inbothGreece andtaly.

Support for spending more EU money on researchtiabighest inLithuania, Italy and Greecat
least six out of 10 responderagreedstronglywith this statement (68%, 64% and 60%, respectively).
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Young people in these countries, however, was® strong supporters of investing more national
funds 70% of Lithuaniars, 68% of Greeks and 65% of Italiaagreedstronglythat their government
shouldspendmore money on research.

Opposition toinvesting more national or EU resources in researchtinshighestin the Netherlands

and Finlandin thesetwo countries respondents were the least liablestmnglyagree and among the
most likely to disagree with these two statemedst gproximately ondifth of Dutch and Finnish
respondentggreedstrongly that their national government or the EU should spent more money on
research, while approximately a quarter of them disagreed that this should be the case.

The European Union should spend more money on research

B Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
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Q14.Couldyou p leasetellme towhatextent youagreeor disagree with each of the following statements?
Do you strongly agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or strongly disagree?
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

My government should spend more money on scientific research

B Strongly agree Tend to agree Tend to disagree B Strongly disagree
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Q14.Couldyou p leasetellme towhatextent youagreeor disagree with each of the following statements?
Do you strongly agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or strongly disagree?
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

Sociedemographic considettions

Although young men and womenwere in agreement that thershould be more coordination of
researchinitiatives betweenthe EUMember States and that more national or EU money should be
spent on research, young masareslightly morelikely to strongly agree with these statements. For
example,only 52% of young women compared to 57% of young ragreedstrongly that there
should be more coordination between Member States.

Similarly, although the level of agreement with each of the statsrabotitresearchcoordination and

about spending money on reseawnds similar acrossage educationalandoccupational groupsand
for respondents living irities or rural areas, it was theolder, more highlyeducated respondents
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t hose - mpliocsyed d haadcity elebets qusban and metropolitanho were the ones
most likely tostronglyagree with each of the three statements. For exad@lé,ofthe 1518 year
olds agreedstrongly that there should be more cooperation of research initsaktiebveen theeU
Member States, comparenl56% ofthe19-21 yearolds and 59% athe22-25 yearolds.
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3. Innovations: awareness

and interest

Almost all young EU citizens said they were aware of innovationmbile phone
technology and the level of interest wagh. Threequarters ofrespondentseasoned
that innovations related to brain research would present more benefits than risks; for
nuclear energy and GM foods, almost half of the respondents thought the apposite

3.1 Awareness and interest in technologi

Almost all young EU citizens said they had heard or read about innovatiomobie phone

cal innovations

technology(only 3%were unawane Threequarters of them were also interestethis information

Slightly more young people had not heard ordreamything about innovationslated tonuclear
energy (11%). Furthermore, of the ones who had heard of such innovatiorswere equahumbers

beingeither interested or not interestedtie subjec{44% in each category).

Approximately onesixth were not aware of innovations in the fields aaimputer and surveillance
techniques genetically modified GM) foods and human embryo research Furthermore, while
almost half of the respondents had heard about, and were interested in, inneeitedsccomputer

and surveillance techniques (49%) and human embryo research (46%), the level of interest in GM

f oods

Almost a quarter of interviewees (23%) had not heard anything about innovations in the lielth of

wa s

ower

(35%

vV S .

47 %

finot

really

nteres

research Nevertheless, among the respondents who had heard of such innovations, the proportion that
showed an interest was twice as large as the proportion that had no interest (51% vs. 25%).

Finally, onethird of young people (34%) were not awafermovationsrelated tonanotechnology

Among the respondents who had heard or read about innovations in this field, almost equal

proportions were either interested (33%) or not interested (28%).

Awareness of and interest in innovations in different fields

Heard about innovations and/but ...

Mobile phones

Nuclear energy

Computer and video
surveillance techniques

Human embryo research

Genetically modified food

Brain research

Nanotechnology

... interested in it

Not heard about innovations and/but ...

... not really interested in it

... interested in it

... not really interested in it

10

7 11

12

11 12

10

24

7 75 22 Mobile phones 712
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46 Human embryo research

| 35 Genetically modified food |

| 51 Brain research |

| 33 28 Nanotechnology |
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Q5. 1 will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the
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Individual country results

In all Member States (except Lithuanieysthan ongenth of young people claimed not to have heard
or read about innovations in the field wibbile phones However, even in Lithuania, only 11% of
young people were not aware of such innovations.

Furthermore, in all Member States a majority of young people were interested in knowing more about
innovations in this field. The proportion thaagaware and showed interest in this topic ranged from
59% in Sweden to 93% in Malta. Only in Sweden and Denmarla &lightly larger proportion of
respondents say they were not interested in mobile phone innovations (35% and 33%, respectively).

Awareness of and interest in innovations in the field of mobile phones

Heard about innovations and interested in it Heard about innovations but not really interested in it

Not heard about innovations
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Q5. | will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the fol lowing field?
Base: all respondents
% by country

While virtually all Portuguese interviewees had heard about innovatadaed tonuclear energy
(only 3% had not heard of such innovations), more than a quarter of Greek and Dutch interviewees
had not heard or read about these innovations (29% and 28%, respectively).

The proportion of young people who were aware of innovations in the fieddadéar energy, and

who were also interested in hearing more about the subject, ranged from 26% in Bulgaria to 63% in
Italy. Other countries with higher levels of interest were Malta (58%) and Luxembourg (54%). Poland,
Lithuania and the Czech Republic, the other hand, joined Bulgaria at the lower end of the $cale

with just approximately three out of 10 respondents who were both aware and interested. In the latter
countries, and in Slovakia and Germany, a slim majority said they were aware of ionexeltited

to nuclear energy but were not really interested in the subject (56% in Poland, 55% in Slovakia, 54%
in the Czech Republic, 52% in Bulgaria, 51% in Lithuania and Germany).

Awareness of and interest in innovations in the field of nuclear energy

Heard about innovations and interested in it Heard about innovations but not really interested in it
Not heard about innovations
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Q5. | will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the fol lowing field?
Base: all respondents
% by country
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The proportion of respondents who had heard or read anything about innovations in the field of
computer and video surveillance techniquesanged from only 6% in Germany and Luxembourg to
34% in the Netherlands.

Similar to the results obtained for the EU27 overall, in all Member States gam®mespondents who
were aware of innovationselated tocomputer and surveillance techniques), the proportion of
respondents who were interested in this topic was higher than the proportion showing no interest.

The level of interest was the highest lmtvia (67% vs. 25% of informed but uninterested
respondents), Malta (65% vs. 23%), Bulgaria (64% vs. 24%) and Lithuania (64% vs. 23%). In the
Netherlands and the Czech Republic, on the other hand, only 34% and 39%, respectively, of
respondents said théyad heard of, and were interested in, innovations in the field of computer and
surveillance techniques. Similar proportions of Dutch and Czech respondents were informed about
such innovations, but uninterested (32% and 37%, respectively) in the topic.

Awareness of and interest in innovations in the field of computer and video surveillance
techniques

Heard about innovations and interested in it Heard about innovations but not really interested in it
Not heard about innovations
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Q5. I will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the fol lowing field?
Base: all respondents
% by country

In only one countryi Portugali had lessthan onetenth (7%) of young people not heard about
innovationsrelated tohuman embryo research In sharp contrasb the Portuguesemore than four
out of 10 young people in Estoniaca@reece (both 43%) were unaware of innovations in this field.

The level of awareness and interest in innovations in the field of human embryo research ranged from
six out of 10 respondents in Spain (62%) and Slovenia (60%6yser than a quarter of respdents in

Poland (23%). Irthe lastnamed countryalmost half of the respondents (46%) said that while they
were aware oBuchinnovations, they wereaot interested in such information. This lack of interest
was, howeverjustas high in the Czech Repih(47%) Slovakia and Germany (both 49%).
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Awareness of and interest in innovations in the field of human embryo research

Heard about innovations and interested in it Heard about innovations but not really interested in it
Not heard about innovations
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Q5. I will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the fol lowing field?
Base: all respondents
% by country

The proportion of respondents who had not heard or read about innovaiaiesl toGM foods

ranged fromessthan onetenth of respondents in Italy (7%) and Austria (9%)ltocst four out of 10
respondents in the Netherlands (38%). Other countries lacking high levels of awareness were Bulgaria
(34%), Sweden and Malta (both 33%).

Sloveniawas the only country whettaalf of the young peopleadboth heard of innovations in GM

foods and were also interested in Hubject In all the other Member Stategewer than half of the
respondents were both informed and interested, ranging from 49% in Austria and 48% in Greece,
Luxembourg and lItaly téewer than a quarter of the respomtie in the Czech Republic (23%), the
Netherlands and Bulgaria dth 21%). The lack of interegte. the proportion of respondents who
were informed about innovations but who were not interested in them) rangedefr@mthan a
guarter in Greece (23%) t® slim majority inPoland (56%), France (53%Fermany (52%)and
Slovakia (51%)

Awareness of and interest in innovations in the field of genetically modified food

Heard about innovations and interested in it Heard about innovations but not really interested in it
Not heard about innovations
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Q5. I will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the fol lowing field?
Base: all respondents
% by country

Although almost six out of 10 young people in Greece (57%) had not heard or read anything about
innovations in the field dbrain research this was the case fdessthan onetenth ofthe Portuguese
respondents (7%).

Similar to the results obtained for the EU27 overall, in a majority of Member Stateng the

respondents who had heard of such innovations), the proportion that showenhteoest was twice
as great as #i showingno interest. For example, 63% of Portuguese respondents were informed

page31



Flash EB Ne 2397 Young people and science Analytical report

about,and interested jrbrain research innovations, compared to only 29% who were informed but not
interested. The most notable exceptioreyavPoland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Lithuania and
Hungaryi in these countries the proportion of respondents showing no interest (between 37% and
45%) was higher than the proportion of interesteervieweegbetween 29% and 37%).

Awareness of and interest in innovations in the field of brain research

Heard about innovations and interested in it Heard about innovations but not really interested in it
Not heard about innovations
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Q5. I will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the fol lowing field?
Base: all respondents
% by country

In almost all Member States, the proportion of young people who were not informed about
nanotechnology innovations was larger than the proportion of young pepiking information
about othefields oftechnolog 7 ranging from 13% in Denark to 48% in the Netherlands.

The proportion of young people who were informed about innovat@aged tonanotechnology and

who were also interested in receiving more information about such innovations ranged from 17% in
Poland to 45% in Denmark. Boih Poland and Denmark, four out of 10 young people had heard
abouttheseinnovations, but admittethat they were nointerested in them. However, in Denmark
similar proportions of respondents weaither interestedor not interested (45% vs. 41%), while

Poland the proportion of uninterested respondents was more than twice as high as the proportion of
those showingninterest (39% vs. 17%).

Awareness of and interest in innovations in the field of nanotechnology

Heard about innovations and interested in it Heard about innovations but not really interested in it
Not heard about innovations
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Q5. 1 will ask your opinion about different areas of research. Please tell me if you have heard or read about innovations in the fol lowing field?
Base: all respondents
% by country

After looking at all the individual country resuldbouty o u n g p e cepekseof) and iatevestrin,
technological innovations ithedifferent fields, a few conclusions can be drawn:

1 respondents in some countries (e.g. the Netherlands and Polandgsgdiikelyto have heard
or read about innovations in the varidiedds
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1 respondents in countries such as Poland, the Czech Republic and the Netherlands, appeared to
be less interested in learning more about innovations imaheusfields; respondents in, for
example, Malta showed higher levels of interest in innovations st aidhe fields

1 some countries scored highin the level of interest in innovations in some of the
technological fields, but very low in othersfor example, many Bulgarian respondents were
interested in innovations in the field of computer and videwesllance techniques, while
only a minority were interested in progress in human embryo research.

Sociedemographic considerations

Young menshowed a higher level of interest in innovations in the fieldsoohputer and video
surveillance techniquesiuclear energyand nanotechnologyHowever, vhile young womenwere
frequently not aware, or aware but not interested, in innovations in these fields, they showed a higher
level of interest in innovation®klated tdorain researchhuman embryo resear@ndGM foods Men,

on the other hand, were more likely to be not informed or not interested in innovations in these fields.
For example, a fifth of young women had not heard about innovaitaigd tocomputer and video
surveillance compared fast 13% of yaing men. Furthermore, while almost six out 10 young men
(57%) were aware and interested in such innovations, only half as many were aware but not interested
(29%). Among the young women, equal proportions were either aware and interested or aware and not
interested (both 40%). No differences were observed between young men and women in the awareness
of, and interest in, innovations mobile phone technology

The younger andthe lesseducatedthe respondents, the more likely they were to be not informed
about innovations in the different fields. For example, while 21% of the52gear olds had not heard
or read about brain research innovations, this proportion increased to 27% of1Beyé&arolds.
Only in regard tamobile phones, were respondents elguaéll-informed.

Furthermore, the older and meeducated the respondents, the more likely they were to be afyare

and also interested,imnovations in most of the fields mentioned in the survey. For example, six out

of 10 respondents who had complitheir higher education were informed about, and interested in,
brain research, compared to only 44% of respondents who had not completed more than a primary
education at the time of the interview. The opposite was, however, observed for interestationso

in the fields of mobile phones and computer and surveillance technology. For example, eight out of 10
(79%) 1518 yearolds said they were aware and interested in innovatielased tomobile phones
compared to only 71% of the 25 yearolds.

The anal ysi s by placehad residenseshovmed that tthe devel of awareness about
innovations in most of the fields mentioned in the survey did not differ between respondents living in
urbanor rural areasCity dwellers(metropolitan or urban) we, nonetheless, more interested than
respondents from rural areas in innovations in the fieldbrain and human embryo research
nanotechnologynd GM foods For example, 42% of rural residents were informed and interested in
progress made in the field buman embryo research compared to 48%ha$ecity dwellers.

Although almost no differences were observed in the level of awareness about innovations in most of
the fields mentioned in the survey among respondents in diffecenipational categories manual
workers, or respondents in households were the main contributor to the household income was a
manual worker, appeared to be less interested in innovations in the fields of GM foods (30% vs. 35%
average), brain research (44% vs. 51% average) andrhambryo research (36% vs. 46% average),

but more interested in innovations relating to mobile phones (79% vs. 75% average).
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3.2 Innovations in science and technology: risks vs. benefits

Threequarters of young EU citizens (74%g@asonedhat scientificand technological innovations
related tobrain research would present morbenefitsthan risls to society. Only oneenth (9%) of
respondents thought these innovations méghinore harm than goodnd 13% thoughthat therisks
andbenefitswere equal

Significantly less young peoplie although still a slim majorityi thought that the benefits would
outweigh the risks in case of innovations in the fieldsnobile phones(55%),computer and video
surveillance techniqueg54%) andhuman embryo research(50%). In these fields, approximately a
guarter of respondents thought ththe alvantages wouldequal therisks, while the group of
respondents who thought thie risks would outweigh the benefitgas each time smaller (16% for

Amobil e phonemput elr7%adfdrviidceo surveillance techn

researcho) .

Young EU citizens found it more difficult to assess the balance of riskbamefitsin the case of
innovations in the field ofnanotechnology a quarter 27% gav e a k i d aespbrise.
Furthermore, while 44% of respondents thought there were menefits than risks insuch
innovation 19% thought tat thebenefitsandriskswould be equaand only 11% thoughbat the risks
would overshadow the benefii other wordsamong the respondents who gave their opinion, the
proportion of respondents who thought there would be rherefitsthan risks was significantly
larger than the proportion who thought the opposite.

The picture was quite different when young peopkre askedabout scientific and technological
innovations in the fields ohuclear energy and GM foods. In both fields, almost half of the
respondentghoughtthat suchinnovations presented more risks thHaenefitsto society (46% for
Ainucl ear enéogydGdMnd o069d%0) . Only a quarter of
related tonuclear energy would bring mobenefitsthan risks and the same proportion (24%) said that
these would be equarlhe corresponding percentages for innovations in the die{&M foodswere
respectively17% and 29%.

Balance of risks and advantages to society of s cientific and
technical innovations
M Present more advantages than risks to society
More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages

DK/NA
Brain research 9 13 5
Mobile phones 27 2
Computer and video
surveillance techniques 25 5
Human embryo research 22 7
Nanotechnology 27
Nuclear energy 24 5
Genetically modified 29 5

foods

Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present
more risks or more benefits for society. For each of these, please indicate if, in your opinion, they:
Base: all respondents
%EU27
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Individual country results

A majority of respondents in alEU Member States thought that scientific and technological
innovationsrelated tobrain researchwould present morbenefitsthan risls to society, ranging from
61% in Hungary to 85% in Finland.

While lessthan onesixth of respondents in each of the EU27 Member States thought there would be
as many risks aenefits(ranging from 6% in Italy to 18% in Germany), theportion who thought

that there would be more risks thbenefitswas even lower in mosif the Member States. In only a

few countriesdid more than on¢enth of respondenthink that the risks would outweigh the benefits

in the case of brain researecmovations (e.g. 15% in the Czech Republic and 14% in Hungary).

Balance of risksand advantages to society of sientific and technical innovations in the field of
brain research

M Present more advantages than risks for society More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages DK/NA
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Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present more risks or more
advantages for society. For each of these, please indicate if, in your opinion, they:
Base: all respondents
% by country

Finnish and Portuguese respondemtsealsothe ones whanost often thought thannovations in the

field of human embryo researchwould bring more benefits thin risks to society (71% and 66%,
respectively). The proportion of respondents who shared this opinion was, however, significantly
lower in most countrieswhile in all Member States a large majority of respondents thought there
would a positive balance dfenefitsversus risks in the case of innovations in brain research, this was
the case in only onthird of the 27 EU Member States for human embryo research.

Respondents in Austria, Germany, Slovakia, Luxembourg, Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic
were the least likely teaythat there would be more benefits than rifsksn theinnovations in human
embryo research (between 32% and 42%). In Austria, similar proportions of respondents thought there
would be mordenefitsthan risks (32%), more riskedanbenefits(35%) andan equal numbesf each

(28%).
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Balance of risksand advantages to society of sientific and technical innovations in the field of
human embryo research
B Present more advantages than risks for society More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages DK/NA

2 3

611211415121186 16 17 12 Zoas Tk LT 12 14 10 11 9 14

17 15 18 24 23
13 13 21 ., 20 28 23 22 27 29 28
" 15 16 17 17 20 17 23 24
12

20
7 16 18 17
N Ly 7 12 19 17 21 21 20 21

25 24 24

23

10

23

PT
BG

0 w L
11} w 1] 3

DE
AT

> 4 — Y @ w N
O [a) Z': 3 8 S5 w EU)O%

Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present more risks or more
advantages for society. For each of these, please indicate if in your opinion they:
Base: all respondents
% by country

Finnish respondents were aldte onesmost liable to answer that there was a positive balance of
benefitsandriskslinked to theinnovations inrmobile phone technology80%). Other countries at the
higher end of the scale were the Netherlands and Denmevkn out of 10 young people thought
there would be more benefits than risks (71% and 70%, respectively).

In sharp contrast, in Cyprus, for example, only 27% of medents thought thahe benefits to society
from innovations in mobile phone technology woolatweigh any possible harrt was, however, the
Greek respondents who ranked at the botbdtie distribution only 14%saw a positive outcome for
society and52% thought the oppositee. there would be more harm than good.

Finally, the proportion of respondents who answered that innovations in mobile phone technology
would bring as many benefits as risks showed the least variation #loed®s countriesi ranging
from 15% in Finland t&5% in Cyprus and France

Balance of risksand advantages to society of sientific and technical innovations in the field of
mobile phones

B Present more advantages than risks for society More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages DK/NA
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Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present more risks or more
advantages for society. For each of these, please indicate if, in your opinion, they:
Base: all respondents
% by country

The individual country results for the balance between risksbanéfitsof innovationsrelated to
computer and video surveillance techniqueshowed a rather similapicture to that for the
innovations in the field of mobile phones. The proportion of respondents who thought there would be
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more benefits than riskeanged from only 22% in Greece and 30% in Cyprus to 71% in the
Netherlands.

Furthermore, while in mostoantries only a small group of respondents thought the balance would be
negative(i.e. more risks thambenefity, this wasi once more not the case in Greece (49%) and
Cyprus (36%).

Finally, the proportion of respondents who said that the innovationgdvbring as many benefits as
risks againshowed the least variation acra@dscountriesi ranging from 14% in Portugal ta1% in
Germany

Balance of risksand advantages to society of sientific and technical innovations in the field of
computer and video surveillance techniques

M Present more advantages than risks for society More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages DK/NA
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Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present more risks or more
advantages for society. For each of these, please indicate if in your opinion they:
Base: all respondents
% by country

Young people in albf the EUMember States found it difficult to assess the badaofkcrisks and
benefitsfor nanotechnologyinnovationsi this was especially the case in, for example, Malta and
Bulgaria (where four out of 10 respondefitd i d k mawhiut less so in Denmark, the Czech
Republic and France (whefewerthan onefifth of respondentslid not provide an answer

There was at much variation acrogbe countries in the proportions of respondents wdjadhought

that nanotechnolog innovations would bringais many risksas benefitgranging from 5% in Portugal

to 19% in theCzech Republic and Romania) by saidthere would be more risks thdrenefits
(ranging from 10% in Italy and Portugal to 25% in Germany). This was, however, not the case for the
proportion of respondents who said there would be more benefits tharwtiglesalmost six out of 10
Danish and Lithuanian respondents (58% and 57%, respectivelfhaaitanotechnology innovations
would bring mae benefitsthan risks, only half as many Bulgarians (30%), Hungarians and Cypriots
(both 31%)held that view
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Balance of risksand advantages to society of sientific and technical innovations in the field of

nanotechnology
B Present more advantages than risks for society More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages DK/NA
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Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present more risks or more
advantages for society. For each of these, please indicate if, in your opinion, they:
Base: all respondents
% by country

In almost all countriedessthan onehird of young peopléelt that innovations in the field afuclear

energy presented morbenefits thamisks to society. The exceptions were the Czech Republic (with
43% whotook the moréeneficial view, Poland (34%), Italy and Malta (both 33%). Respondents in
Cyprus (13%), Austria and Greece (both 12%), on the other hand, were the least likely to think there
was a positive balance.

Young people in Austria were not only the least likelyhinkthatnuclear energinnovations brought
more benefits than risks, they were also the niabte to reason thathere were more risks than
benefitslinked tosuchinnovations (65%). They werdoselyfollowed in this regarchy young people
in Greece (61%), Cyprus and Ireland (both 60%).

The proportion of respondents who thought there were as many rislkenefits once morshowed
the least variation acrosdl countriesi ranging from 15% in Ireland to 33% in Slovenia.

Balance of risksand advantages to society of sientific and technical innovations in the field of
nuclear energy

B Present more advantages than risks for society More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages DK/NA
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Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present more risks or more
advantages for society. For each of these, please indicate if, in your opinion, they:
Base: all respondents
% by country

Young people in the Czech Republic were also the most likely to say that there would be more
benefits than risks linked to innovatiolisked to GM foods (32%), followed by those in Denmark
(30%) and Malta (29%). Young Greek and Cypriot citizagan scored the lowest with only 6%

who thought there would be mdoenefitsthan risks.
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The respondents in Greece, together with those in Romania, werthalsmst liable to answer that
GM food innovations would bringnore risks tharbenefits(both 72%) while respondents in the
Czech Republic and Denmark weheleast likely to say so (both 32%).

Finally, the proportion of respondents who said there were would be equal amobetsebfsand
risksarising fromGM foodinnovatonsranged from 15% iRomania to 36% in Bulgaria.

Balance of risksand advantages to society of sientific and technical innovations in the field of
genetically modified food S

B Present more advantages than risks for society More risks than advantages
Same amount of risks and advantages DK/NA
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Q6. There are discussions whether in the following areas scientific and technical innovations present more risks or more
advantages for society. For each of these, please indicate if, in your opinion, they:
Base: all respondents
% by country

Sociedemographic considerations

More young menthanwomenthought tlat the benefits outweighed the riskegardinginnovations in
the fields ofcomputer and video surveillance techniquasclea energy nanotechnologyGM foods
andmobile phonesYoung women on the other hand, were slightly more likelysee more benefits
than harm arising frorimnovatiors in human embryo researchor examplea slim majorityof young
men (55%) thought therewould be morebenefits than risks associated with nanotechnglog
innovations compared jast onethird of young women (32%).

The younger and the lesseducated the respondents, the more likelljey were toreasonthat
innovatiors related tacomputer andurveillance techniquesould bring more benefits than riskehe
opposite waseen however,n regard toinnovationsrelated tabrain researchi wherethe older and
themore highlyeducated respondents expected nbemeefits For exampleslightly fewerthan halfof

the respondents who had completdteir higher education(47%) thought there would be more
benefitsthan risksarising frominnovationsin the field of computer and surveillance technigues
compared t®1% of respondents who had not complebadre than a primary education at the time of
the interview.

Full-time studentswere more likely to answer that there would be nimeefitsthan risks linked to
innovations in each of the fields listed in the survey. The difference in opinions betWetgmdu
students andhe otherswas the largest fothe innovationdn computer and surveillance technigues
(57% vs. 50%) andanotechnology47% vs. 39%).

The anal ysi s bplace bfesidencestowed thatity dviekbe&(metropolitan or uran)
were more liable to answer that there were nbamefitsthan risks linked tinnovations in the field of
brain researchnanotechnologynuclearenergyand mobile phonesFor examplea quarter 23%) of
rural residentstated that thesks outweighedhe benefitfor innovations in the nuclear energy field
compared t@8% of metropolitan residents and’2®f urban residents
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Al t hough t he anal ysupationhl gtatusaise showedsspneerdiffezendessirdtheir

opinions about the balanc# benefitsand risksarising fromtechnological innovations, nahany
patterns emerged. It was notedwomliveg d hiebee s e h o It «
less likely to say thatertain innovations presented mdrenefitsthan risks They were, howevey

more likely toreasonthat there were equal amounts of risks aedefits For examplehalf of the
respondemptosr kiimgndmusehol ds t Iheoelitghan risks &associaded wo u | d
with innovationsrelated tocomputerand suveillance techniquesl 7% said there would be more risks

than benefitsin this field and 28% answered that thiesks andbenefits would be equalThe
corresponding per centengpelso yfeod 0 rheocsypsoenhdeelnd ss wenr ei sbe
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4. Today 6 =althr isks and the outlook for the future

A large majority of young people were certain that health risks were associated with
air pollution caused by cars, excess fertilizers in water reserves, new epidemics and
with living in the vicinity of a ndear power chemical plant. Asked for views about the
next 20 years, young EU citizens were the most optimistic about improvements in
communication between people. They were more pessimistic, however, about changes
in other areas of life, e.g. the qualityfood and water. A majority of young EU
citizens (57%) thought that the most effective solution for the greenhouse effect and
gl obal warming would be a fundamental <chan

4.1 Health risks associated with various types of pollut ion

When asked about the health risks associated aitlpollution caused by cars the surplus of

fertilizers seepinginto underground water reserves,new epidemicsandliving in the vicinity of a

nuclear power plant or chemical plant, a large majorityof respondents were certain that troig

exist: approximately 45% considered that these items posedydigr i sk t o a personds
between 33% and 42% thought that there wsigificantrisk. Virtually none (between 1% and 5%),

of the young dizens interviewed thought that these issues did not posalehrisk andfewer than

onesixth thought there was not a maj@k.

Althoughthreegquar t er s of i nterviewees acknowl edged the
pesticides used in fant production, only onethird (32%) thought these posedvary big risk.
Further mor e, a fifth said there was no major ri

3% of interviewees said there were no health risks.
Perceived extent of the risk to a

B A very big risk  Significant risk Not a major risk ™ No risk to health

Air pollution caused by cars

Surplus of fertilizers pervading the underground
water reserves

Living in the vicinity of a chemical plant
New epidemics

Living in the vicinity of a nuclear power plant
Pesticides used in plant production

Genetically modified foods

Living in the vicinity of high tension power lines

Use of mobile phones

Q9. | will read out items, please indicate f or each of them, if they represent a health risk for people :1s (INSERT
APPROP RIATE HEALTH RISK) a very big risk, a significant risk, not a major risk or no risk to health?
Base: all respondents
% EU27, DK/NA not shown

The picturewas qui te different for young peopleds perc
the production oM foodsandfor people living in the vicinity of high tension power lines Only

slightly more than a fifth of interviewees (23%d21%, respectively) thought these issues posed a

very big healthrisk. On the contrary, approximately etemth thought there were no health risks
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associated with GM foods ¢or peopleliving in the vicinity of high tension power lines and three out
of 10 interviewees said there were no major health risks (29% and 32%, respectively).

Finally, using a mobile phonewas considered to be the least dangerous of the issues listed; only 11%
of respondents said it posedvary big health risk and 30% thoughhdre was asignificant risk.
Almost onesixth of young people (16%) thought thihere wereno health risk@ssociated with using

a mobile phonewhile 43% said there would not be a major risk

Individual country results

The proportion of young peoplehe thought thatir pollution caused by carsposed avery big
healthrisk was the greatest in Portugal (71%). Other countries at the higher end of the distribution
were Malta (63%), Romania (62%) and Bulgaria (61%). In all other countries, fewer tharm efx10

young people thought there werery bighealth risks associated with carbon dioxide emissions from
cars. In Finland, Lithuania and Estonia, even fewer than three out of 10 interviewees selected the
Avery big risko category.

Neverthelesswhenthe r esponses for the categori ewereiivery
accumulatedthe EU Member Stateshowed little variationthe proportion of respondents who
thought that air pollution due to cadigl causéhealth risks ranged from 75% in Finlatzdvirtually all

of the respondents in Portugal and Malta. Additionally, the proportion of young people who thought
that there were no health risksr no major health risksassociated with car pollution was, in all
countriesJessthan, or equal to, 25%

Perceived extent of t bfairpolluterkcaused byazarper sonds

Q9. | will read out items, please indicate f or each of them, if they represent a health risk for people :Is (INSERT APPROP  RIATE
HEALTH RISK) a very big risk, a significant risk, not a major risk or no risk to health?
Base: all respondents
% by country, DK/NA not shown

The proportion who reasoned tHating near a chemical plantposed avery bighealthrisk ranged

from three out of 10 respondents in the UK (29%), Sweden and Denmark (both 30%)thdrdeaf
respondents in Portugal érGreece (both 66%). The proportion of respondents who thought there
were no health risks, or at least no major health risks, ranged from 5% in both Greece and Bulgaria to
27% in the UK.

Finland was found at the bottom of the distributiowhere fewer repondents thought there was a

high health riskfor peopléliving near a chemical plafittogether withithe UK, Sweden and Denmark.
Finland, towever, stood out from the pack since almost halfsafespondents thought there were no

risks at all (9%) or nanajor health risks (36%) associated with living near a chemical plant and only
13% of respondens e | ect ed the fAvery big riskd category.
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